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Abstract
The poverty rate in the Luws district is relatively low, but the dropout rate in the region is Gl
high. This is parthy due to the high costof education. In this area, the government initiated the
Smart Indonesia Program and the Smart Indonesia Card [Kig@to provide cducational cash
assistance 6 afl students mesting the specifed requirements. This study aims to-evaluate the
implementation of the Smart Indonesia Program [(PIF] at SDN 494 Pongko, Luws Regency,
focusing on educati@hal equiry, readiness, imphkementation, and utilizaton of the program, The
research method 15 descriptive and qualitative, with data collection through in-depth
interviews, observation, and dooumentation studies, The results show that the implementation
of FIF at 50N 494 Pongko has been run by the established policy objectives and provided
tangible benefits for parente and students receiving asaistance. However, efficiency lssues such
as delays in fund disbursement nesd to be improved. There are inequalities in the distribution
of aid caused by incomplete documentabion. In conclusion, although the Smart Indenesia
Program has contribuled positively to increasing student participation and reducing the
economic burden on parents, thers is stll a need for continuous evaluation and Improvement
ta ensure better educational equity in Lusy District,
Keyvwords: evirluathor: PIP peiicy: primay school: educational equity

L Introduction

Public paolicy evaluation is not just the final stage in the policy process, buk a orucial
aspect that ensures the effectiveness of the poelicies, As seme egperts orgue, public policy
implementation aims to achieve specific goals derived From the | ssues discussed earlier [Hag et
al., 2023). Oulby some public policy programs achieve the expected results, making evaluation
important @gblic policies often fil to achieve their stated objectives [Sunahwati et al,, 2019).
Therefore, the purpose of policy evaluation is to identify fFastors that cuse policy Rilure or to
assess whether the implemented policy has produced the desired effect. Evaluation akso serves
to assess the benefits of a policy [Hamadt et al., 2020, keeping the audience infsrmed and aware
of the policy's impact.

Since the @d of 2014, the Poor Students Assistance Programme (BSM) has been
transformed inte the Smart Indonesia Rgpgramme through the Smart Indonesia Card (KIF)
This program aims to provide education gggh as=sistance to all school-age children (6-21 years
old} eligibde for KIP. It s also almed at children from poor and valnerakble families, such as
Family Welfare Card [KKS] holders or chibdren who Fulfill specific criteria {Sulaiman, 2019).
The policy focus of the Smart Indenesia Programme i= it ability to reduce poverty, Many poor
communities have not received support from the Smart Indonesia Programme [PIF), so there
Is a need to reassess the criterla for defining peor communites and evableate ways o Improve
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rechani=ms and distribution to reach all poor communitles (Atong & Sim, 2022 Hafrienda,
Candradewini, & Munajat, 2023

The effectiveness of the Indonesia Fintar Programme has been proven in warkous
studies. The findings of Tadong & Triawan (2022) showed that the Indonesia Pintar
Programumse was successfully Implemented and reduced poverty dn education for poor
communities in Konawe District. Research by Liza, Suarman, and Guanardi [2021] concluded
that implementing the Indenesia Pintar Programme in the Sosa District was effective. Similarly,
Minammi, Agusting, and Desivana (2018} found that the Indonesita Pintar Programme was
success fully implemented In several areas o Palembang Clty. However, the achievements
documented by the researchers depend on rezalving implementation challenges. Several [ssues
still need to be resclved for the Indonesia Pntar Programme to be fully implemented
(Mosshananza, 2021),

Education stamds as a comerstone in the current era, where the pursuit of higher
@lucation and advancements in science and technology are paramount {Maya et al,, 2019). Yet,
the progress of a natdon is not solely measured by the level of education attained, but alse by
the collective Intellect and societal development. The success of Indonesia hinges on the
education and knowledge of its populace [Retnaningsih, 2019]. In Indonesia, there are many
problems, espedally related to education, such as the high dropeut rate, In 20232, Bappenas
recorded 4,087,288 children aged 7 to 18 who dropped out of school, an mu.&e from
3,546,564 children In 2020 and 3,393,869 children in 2021 [Figlh et al., 2022]. Data fror the
Central Burean of Statlstics 2009 shows that the drogout rare in Lowa digorict i 0005% in
primary school, .10% in junior secondary school and 0.30% in senior secondary school. At
50N 494 Pongho in Lwwu District, althowgh the dropout rate has decreased from 5% to 3.7%,
the resexrchers highlight that seme students still drop out of school for economic reasans. In
additom to these factors, the causes of dropows rates also Inclede the environment and student
miotivation, The data in Luwu district contradicts previous studies in other areas, so the author
needs to understand whether the gpdonesia Pintar' policy has been implemented effectively in
50N 494 Ponpko, Luwu district. This study alms to Evaluate the Indonesia Pintar Program
Policy for acheving educational equity in Luwu Regency, aspecially at SON 494 Ponghs,
focusing on the program’s rexdiness, implementation. and utilization aspecs,

Figure 1. Educational Equity in Indonesia
Researchers developed this study using the VOEViewer bibliometric appreach for
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novelty selection (Figure 1], Education policy is highly related through 32 relationships in 3
clusters. The denzity plot shows that the sudies most related to edwucation pelicy are teachers
and students, as indicated by the yellow color that increases as the number of studies increases,
In contrast, the quality and society dusters show lower brightness. This provides an
oppartunity for researchers to explore the novelty of the studies. Althowgh many studies have
discussed issues related to the evaluation of the Indeonesia Pintar policy program, there are still
very few stedies that analyze the evaluation of the Indonesia Pintar program from the
community’s perspective, especialiy SDN 494 Poggho. Standards are needed to evaluate the
success of a program or public policy. Determining the success or fallureofa policy can be based
on the criteria outlined by Dunn, which inclodes six main categories: effectiveness, efficiency,
adequacy, falrness, responsiveness, and accuracy [Haglgl & Prabawati, 2019). By consldering
and ensuring the fulfiliment of sach of these criteria, policy evaluation can be conducted
halistically and comprefhens ively.

2, Methods

This research adopts a descriptive qualitative design o snderstand soclal |ssues
through critical informants (Emawatl et al, 202410 This research focuses on the ongolng
Indonesia Pintar program at SDN 494 Pongke, Luwu Regency, with a partigplar emphasis on
looking at educational equity throuwgh the wtilization and resdiness of students who are
recipients of the Indonesia Pintar pregram. Informants in this study include parents, principals,
andd the head of the schoeol commirtee as the object and target ol progeam implementatbon. D
for this study will be obtained through observation, documentation, and interviews with
iable Informants. The collected data will then be analyzed through identification stages,
including data cellection, data reduction, data display, and data verification. This research
g'm.'ldes a new contribution in te fleld of pablle adminlsmration, how o dennfy and evaluate
the effectiveness of the implementation of the Indonesia Pintar Programme by reviewing the
quality and perspectives of the community not only from teachers, students, and prindpals.

3, Results and Discussion
Educational Development in Luwy Regency

4

ghe high ozt of education contributes to many people not continuing their education ar
drispping out of school. According to data from the Indonesian Central Srasncs Agency (BPS),
48 people lived in poverty in Lwau Regency in 2018, 46 In 2019, and 46 in 2020 {Central
Statistics Agency, 2020 This data shows that the poverty rate in Luwa Begency has an impact,
although not a significant one, on people’s interest in continuing their children’s education,
Povertyin Luwu Regency is relatively low, batit remaing a concern to prevent schoal dropouts
The high dropout rate in Luwu Regency is & sertous concern in the educational coniggg Despite
the relatively low poverty rate reported by the Central Burean of Statistics [BPS), the number
of individuals whe drop sat of school or discontinee their edwcation in this region is significant,
The Indonesia Pintar Frogram (FIF] is a key player in addressing the high cost of education,
which Is chosely correlated with the dropout rate.
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Figure 2. Siggnd SMF Dropout Dtz in Luwu Regency
[Hource: Mi‘ulstr_!,rufEduul:lgl and Culiure, 2023)

Baszed on the data presented in the graph, the dropout rate has been decreasing since
the 20182019 academic year. In that academic year, the number of students dropping out
peatkegy with 160 students from primary (50) and secondary (SMP) schools. However, over
time, the dropout rate decreased until the 20212023 academic year, Interestingly, let us
examine the graph in detatl, starting from thggacademic year 2019/ 2020, The elementary [S1¥)
dropout rate tends to be higher than that at the junior high (SMP) level. This incdicates an
Increased effort e minimize the dropout mte at the junior high gghool level, However, there is
still @ need for evaluation at the primary school level and special attentien by relevant
stakshﬂ:lers in implementing educational policies and programs,

Lestari, Kurniasvan, and Ardi (2020) proposed that the high dropeut rate in primary
schools can be attributed to parental factors such as financial constraints and a lack of ability
to prowide motivational suppart to students. In addition, schoolk-related factors such as limited
access and Inadgyuate facilities also contribute to this problem. Om the other hand. internal
student Factors such s lack of metivation, desire for freedom, and reluctance to contines
education also play arole, Continuous evaluation and menitoring are essential to sustain these
positive outcomes. A coomprehensive assessment of pevernment poficies, especially the
Indomesia Pintar program, is crwdal. This evaluation should measure the program’s success in
improving student participation, facilities, snd teaching quality at 50 Negeri 499 Ponglos
Invelving stakeholders such as school boards, teachers, parents, and the community in this
evaluation will help refine strategies and implement more effective educational programs,
thereby reducing the dropeut rate and creating a conducive leamming envirenment (n Luww

Regemoy.

Evaluation of the Indonesia Pintar Program Policy

o Effectiveness

Effectiveness, closely related to technical rationality, can be rggasured based on the unit
of products, services, or monetary value. Effectiveness refers to how an alternative achieves the
expected results or the actions' goals (Safiod et al, 2021), Every policy has objectives that it
seeks to achieve, which reflect the intentlons and expectations of the policy actions. Evaluating
effectiveness provides an overview of how well a policy can have a positive impact in ling with
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its established goals (Hafmenda et al, 2023). ?he resulits of the Interviews conducted by the
researcher indicate that the Indonesla Pintar program has been effectively implemented in SDM
494 Pongho, Luwu Regency. Parents, a5 (nformants, stated that implementing the PIP program
at the district education Fevel and at the school itself has been successful. Al the information
received |8 clear, and the process has no abstackes,

Furthermore, the same statement is cormoborated by the Interviews conducted by the
researcher with the prindpal, vice principal, and scheel committee chalrman of SDN 494
Ponghko, who serve as informants in this study. They comveyad that the parents of the students
already have 3 sufficlent understanding of the PIP prograrm and that s impdementation has
heen effertive. Notably, the procedures and implementation of this program are consistently
communicated at the end of each academic year or well In advance of the disbursement dgje,
demonstrating the program’s transparency. Based on the information gathered, the
effectiveness of the Implementation of the [ndonesia Pintar Program at 50N 494 Pongko, Luwu
Regency, has been carvied our by the objectives and targets regavding the policy procedures,
This is evidenced by the program's Implementation belng rated as good.

b Efficiency

Efficiency, as defimed by Wokandard (2020]. is crucial in achieving the desired omoomes
of the Indonesia Pintar Program at 3DN 294 Pongho. 1t is & key oriterien in owr evaluation,
serving as a benchmark for the program's success. The tlneliness of disbursement and the
program's (mplementation authority are pivotal in assessing (ts efficiency. Based on the
research findings, a program can be considered effickent if the implemencation process mns
smousthly and is completed within the designated time frame and according to plan. A parent’s
Interview results indicated that the Indonesia Pintar Program (PIP) disbursernent process
often deviates from the predstermined schedule Meamwlile, to implement a policy, it ronst be
supparted by a competent policy implementation unit to perform tasks and responsibilivies
promptly to achieve the set goals. The author concludes that in terms of timing amd precision,
the disbursement of funds for the Indonesia Pintar program at 50N 494 Pangho needs to be
carried out mare effectively. Therefore, it is hoped that (n the future, the disbursement of funds
can be implemented according te the schedule and regulations in place, considering that timely
dishursement can alleviate the economic burden of parents in meeting their children's schoal
neels,

o Adeguoy

Adequacy here refers to the value of the extent to which the desired res ults have been
achieved {Hagigi & Prabawati, 20197, Io this case, the desired results are the policy evaluation
process in SON 494 Pongho that meets the student’s needs and satisfaction For the government
palicy, the improvement 13 expected w be more appropriate and satisfying for both the
lmplementers and students. Based on data mllu.-q:tew resparchers, some students <ol need 1o
receive PIP lunding assistance ab 50N 494 Pongke, The data can be seen in Table 1 below
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Table 1. Hu:um' of Participants Receiving PIF fands at SDN 494 Pongho in 2019-2021

Year 2019 Year 2020 Year 2021
Hhﬁhﬁﬁﬁjsmd&nu Mumbrer of students Humber of studants
receiving PIP receiving PIP receiving PP
PIP PIF PIP PP PIFP FIP

PIP Paid Unpald PIP  Pald Unpaid PIE  Paid Unpaid
64 S0 34 1w 83 27 135 108 27

12
Emrm:h.ﬁp:ffdapn.djtdamm.kmendlkhud.gn.i:]

e table above shows the increase in the number of students who have disbursed FIF
funds. Bazed on the research results, with the existence of the Indonesia Fintar program.
parents evaluate the government policy positively, This is evidenced by the level of satisfction
among program beneficiaries, a5 it is seen as capable of reducing the ccopomic burden of
financing their children's schooling needs, This statement is corroborated by the research
interviews with informants who mentioned that with the implementation of the Indonesia
Pintay program, they can immediately meet various kevels of schiosling needs for their children
every academic year. According to Mirabel, Sewagegn, & Diale (2022), a well-implemented
government proegram that achieves its goals is likely to be supported by the community. The
strong commumnity support for the Indonesia Pintar program is a reassuring sign of ifs
acceptance and potentlal for long- term success,

In addition, ene of the tasks of the Indonesia Pintar program implementers is to @my
out monltoring to ensure that the program is implemented smoothly and sccording to
cxpectations, This is confirmed by one of the informants from SDN 494 Pongko in Lawu
Bapgency, who statied that the assistance program’s fulfiliment of children's school needs has
been met. This is evident every new school year as all students can purchase necessities such
as new uniforms and other requirements. In addition, the informant mentioned that each fund
disbursement ks alwrays supervized by the school, even though the funds are pald directly into
the accounts of the bencficiaries, However, a letter endorsing the disbursement of the funds
miust be recommended directly by the school. This serves as a form of monitoring and oversight
to ensure that the implementation of the assistance program for economically disadvantaged
students is proceeding aocording to the planned abjectives.

d. Eguity

Equity, as defined by the fairness and benefits provided in pelicy Implementation, |s a
criecial aspect af the Indonesia PMletar Program. This pregram, a significant palicy effort to break
the cycle of poverty and reduce school dropouts in Luwe Regency, is expected to bring
substantial benefits to its recipients. Bazed on the research findings, implementing the
Indonesia Pintar Program palicy does indeed benefit the parents or guandians of the beneficary
students. This statement was expressed by an informant whe felt the program's benefits
because they no longer worry about the cost of purchasing schood supplies for thelr children
every acdomic vear. On the other hand, from the researcher’s observations, it was Feumnd that
there was social envy among parents who had not yet benefited from the Indonesia Pintar
program. This was confirmed by an informant who serves as the chalrman of the committes at
50N 494 Pongho, where some students still meed azsistance fram the Ilndonesia Pintar program
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due to lncomplete decumentation However, the school continues to address such lsqees and Is
working to ensure an equitable distributien of Indonesia Pintar Program assetance,
partioularly at SDN 494 Pongkoe.

Educational equity in Luwu district, particularly at 50N 494 Pongke, has made
signiflcant progress, :ﬂmugh it still Faces seme challenges. Although the poverty rate s
refatively low, the high cost of education rggains one of the contributing factors to the high
dropout rate in this area. Data shows that the dropout rate at the primary level ends to be
higher than at the junisr secondary level, emphagizing the need for further evaluation at the
primary level [BPS, 2019]. Implementing the Smart Indonesia Programme {PIP] ar SN 494,
Pongko has contmifaited positively by increasing stodent participation and reducing the
econoimic burden on parents. However, there are still issues with delays in the dishursenvent of
Funds. Continueus evaluation and monitering can improve the effectiveness of this program by
involving various stakeholders such as school commitess, teachers, and communities, thus
creating a more conducive and equitable learning environment in the Law district,
£ Hegponsiveo

Responsiveness refers to the extent te which a policy can guarantes the needs and values
of & community group. In reviewing the implementation of existing activities, the government
must conduct activites or processes to carmy out the Indonesia Pintar Program policy. A good
result can respond to and meet the nesds of the community. Considoring that government
policy programs in the form of activities and programs can consistently achieve googjresults,
the Indenesia Pintr Program can achbeve satisfactory results (Hamdi et al, 2020). Based oo
the research findings, the community group's implementation of Indonesia Pintar program
activities organized by the Luww district government, especially in SON 494 Pongho, received
a positive responge. The community supports this Indenesia Pintar program and expects good
results. The results of this program facilitate the data submissien process conducted by the
school institution for the parents/guardians of the benefickary soidenis, According to the
lnformant interviews conducted by the researcher with parents of program beneficlaries. it was
rentioned that the schoal is very enthusiastic abeut pesisting parents in managing docurments
and supporting requiremants to ensure the program's everall implementation,

L Accwracy

The aseuracy of the implementation of the Indonesia Pintar progranggs measured by its
alignment with the references, values, and program cbiectives, as well az the strength of the
assumptions underying the policy objectives in the implementation process. This aligns with
the synergy and continuity between naggnal policies and the equitable distribution of
education at the regional level. Beferring to the [mplem entation process of the [ndonesia Pintar
program, the roles and responsibilities related to the activities that have been socialized remain
it line with the objectives and benefits of the program [Gautama et al, 2021]). Schools carry ot
parents’ socialization accerding o the regulations, further reinforcng this alignment. An
informant conveyed this during an interview with one of the parents, They mentioned that the
Education Office carried out the socialization,

The information the implementers provide must be clear, as it significantly infieences
the intended goals of 2 policy. Based on the researcher's observations, implementing the
Indonesia Fintar program organized by SDN 494 Pongko in the district was accurate,
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3
conaldering the low number of students who did not benefit from this policy. The aq:cul'a:_l.-'gf
the Indonesia Pintar program Is evident bn its targeting of stedents from truly economically
disadvantaged fmilles, aiming wm mest the E:mnumul needs of these chilldren. According to
the researcher's interview with the informant who serves as the head of the schonal committee
of SDIN 494 Pongho, the Indonesla Pintar program has wshered in signiflcant changes and
benefits for both students and parents. The program has enabled them to meet the educational
neads of thelr children and ensure their contnued school attendance. Despite the existing
chialfenges and the Implementation that has yet to be fully felt by the parents the Indonesia
Pintar program has garnered full support from the parents. With this program. there has boen
a noticeable improvement In student's enthusiasm for learning and a redwction in the burden
on parents.

4. Conclusion

Based on the research findings and discussion of the Smart Indonesia Programme at SDN
494 Pongko, Luwu Hegency, the implementation process has successfully adhered to the
estalilished policy objectives This has led to significant progress in educational equity in
Kabupaten Lowu, particalarly at SON 494 Pongho. Despite the redatively low poverty rate, the
high cost of education remaling a ey factor contributing to the kigh dropout rate o this area.
However, there are sull efficency isswes, such as delays in the dishursement of ald program
funds, which need to be addressed. 1Tis crucial for the Luwa districn government to collaborate
with ather parties to further improve edectional equity in the region,

Therefore, based on the cvaluotion condwcted by the researchers, to Improve
educattonal equity in Kabupaten Luww, especially at SDN 494 Pongko, better coordination is
nesded between the Luwu district government, the education office, the school, and other
related institutions to ensure that there are no more delays in the disbarsement of aid Punds.
Schools must assist parents of students who have difficulty completing documents so that all
students can recaive assistance. In addition, supervizion of the use of ald funds must be
strengthened. Future researchers are advised to develop this research further by comparing it
with other variables, seeking references from recent publications, and using diverse research
metheds such as case studies, in-depth interviews, and field observatiens,
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