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ABSTRAK. Artikel ini membahas hasil penelitian tentang efek psikologis kehidupan di asrama sekolah
bagi para penghuninya seperti digambarkan dalam novel First Term at Malory Towers karya Enid Blyton.
Penelitian kualitatif ini menggunakan pendekatan intrinsik dan ekstrinsik, dengan memokuskan pada karakter
pada novel (intrinsik) dan efek psikologis (ekstrinsik). Data berupa deskripsi pengarang dan dialog antar
karakter dalam novel. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa anak-anak atau remaja yang tinggal di asrama
mengalami kesulitan pada awalnya karena mereka biasa hidup dengan orangtua lalu meninggalkan orangtua
mereka dan mulai hidup bersama teman-teman yang baru. Berbagai aturan asrama dan berbagai karakter
penghuni asrama memberikan efek psikologis bagi penghuni asrama tersebut. Penelitian ini membahas efek
psikologis apa yang menimpa lima siswa di asrama Malory Towers dan bagaimana mereka mengatasinya.
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INTRODUCTION

Literary works portrays various aspects of
real life from the author’s poit of view. Therea
lifeisdescribed and pictured through description
and dialogues of thecharacters, andthe stories
are formed to express some message or
values. Theaspectsof red lifemay vary,including
moving toadifferent stage of lifeand adjusting
to different living habits and cultures. The new
stage of lifefor young people may include their
experience of going to college and living in a
dormitory, where they encounter people of
different backgounds, interest, goas, and fears,
and the environment of which can be different
fromtheir comforts of home, family and friends.
Sudentsencounter peoplewithdifferent upbringings,
they should learn to betolerant and opentotheir
ways of living, opinions, and habits. Living
in dormitory evokesthe students should be able
to cooperate and work hard to get abright future
and reach good reputation of anindividual. They
|earn how to deal with new friends, roommates,
and teachers.

This study examines students’ life in aboarding
school asapart of their new experienceof going

to college. The object of the study is Enid Blyton’s
novel entitled First Termat Malory Towers. This
novel tellsabout adormitory lifeintheearly age
and the changes of the characters’ lives. It will
beinteresting to analyze the interactionsamong
the members of dormitory, the problems they
face, and how they solve them.

The novels presentsthe dormitory life and
how to survivein dormitory and what the effect
of dormitory life. The novel tells about the five
characters, Darrell Rivers, Gwendoline Mary
Lacey, Sally Hope, Mary-Lou, and AliciaJohns.
Darrell Rivers, who finds school exciting, finds
no problem and quickly satlesintoMaory Towers
life, and gains acceptance of thegirlsin her form.
The girlsin the first form North Tower dormi-
tory are agood example of the types of school-
girl character. Aliciaistherebelliousonewith a
wide array of tricks to play on the mistresses.
Gwendolineis spoiled girl with her bad attitude.
Sally Hopeisaqueer littlegirl because she seems
doesn’t want to interact with others. Mary-Lou
isridiculously timid, frightened of everything.
Aliciaisthe trick player, she can be harsh and
shedoesnot havethe kindness behind the temper.
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The relationship between Darrell and Aliciais
one of the most interesting and well-devel oped
partsof thebook. Darrell greatly admiresAlicia
and wants to be her close friend. This novel
representsfriendshipsand the effects of dormitory
lifeto the students.

The problems of the study are: 1) What
are the psychological effects of dormitory on
the students; and 2) How do they solve their
problems of dormitory life? The analysis
focuses on intrinsic elements of the novel,
including the characters, plot and the extrinsic
element, that is the psychological effects of
dormitory life.

THEORETICAL REVIEW

Thissection discussesthenature of dormitory
lifeanditspsichological effects. Dormitoriesare
center of social activitieswhere students stay to
study and share the room together, and more
importantly, aplace of opportunitiesfor personal
and educational growth. When children are sent
away fromtheir homesto liveininstitutionsthey
quickly losetouch with their caretakersand the
habit of being cared about. When boarding be-
gins - sometimes from the age of six, but more
frequently at 8, the girl finds herself in an
unfamiliar world. Whileit istruethat boarders
are much more easily subject to bullying and
abuse, sincethey areinlarge groupsfor 24 hours
and without parentsaround them who love them.
(Duffell, 2005:2).

Dorms come in varieties depending on the
students’ choice of what will suit them best. There
are different types of college dorm: the single-
sex dorms, chemical- or substance-free dorms
and special-interest or themehousing. Thereare
also kinds of rooms: single, double, and suites
(www.collegeboard.com). Most of the time,
single-dormsare awaysbeing chosen. As such,
architectural matters might possibly affect a
student’s behavior as one’s environment clearly
becomes a guiding factor on one’s mental and
emotional state.

Thereare many waysinwhich childrendeal
with the bewilderment of being sent away and
arriving into this highly charged atmosphere.
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Some are driven by revenge, and others decide
to keep alow profile, or to be nice, or a fool
(Duffell, 2000:5). Evenif boarding beginsat 13,
therearemany problemswith beinginditutionalized
from puberty. Theideathat adolescent children
do not need their parents much may beafallacy.
They need loving homesto come back to, at the
end of a day where they can be safe (Duffell,
2005:3).

According to Amanda Goldfarb
(www.ehow.com), Children are sent to boarding
schoolsfor avariety of reasons. They may goto
aboarding school to get a better education, ex-
plore career options or for a strict environment
in the presence of behavioral issues. Whatever
the reason behind the placement, many psycho-
logical issues may result. These effects can be
detrimental if they areleft untreated. It isimportant
to be on the lookout for signs and symptoms
related to psychological issuesrelated to board-
ing school. Theeffectsof dormitory arerevealed
through anxiety, phobia, and depression cases.
Some of young peopl ethat study in adormitory
fed ignored by their parents, some other feel free
and do everything they want and some other are
hardly to get appropriate friends.

Depression

Changesin their daily routines and loss of
friends can be adifficult obstaclefor childrento
overcome while immersed in a new setting.
Children often become depressed when they are
placed in the boarding school atmosphere. They
often feel as though they are imprisoned and
being punished for their actions. A study done
by the University of AlaskaAnchorage showed
that the mgjority of studentsreported sometype
of abuse, whether physical or emotional, while
enrolled in a boarding school. Many people
interviewed for the study stated they became
depressed because they felt asthough they had
no one they could trust. In situations where no
abuse wasreported, children were still likely to
become depressed dueto fedings of abandonment.
Children who are depressed often appear with-
drawn, sad and tired. They may suddenly stop
enjoying thingsthat were once enjoyable.
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Separation Anxiety and Anxiety Disor der

Children who are sent to boarding school
may experience symptoms of homesicknessand
separation anxiety such as anxiety, sweating,
chills and inability to focus when faced with
being separated from someonethey enjoy. The
frequent separation they feel increases their
likelihood of devel oping asevere anxiety issue.
Signsof clinical separation anxiety areexcessive
fear, overly clingy behavior and frequent night-
mares. Allowing the child to contact their par-
ents or receive notes from home may decrease
these symptoms.

Attachment | ssues

Strong attachments are formed between
parent and child in the first few years of life.
These bonds are meant to be difficult to break.
When achild is sent to a boarding school, they
may fed unwanted and blametheir parents. These
feelingsonly increaseif thereisabuse or neglect
experienced at the school. Asaresult, children
may shut down emotionally and ingtinctively pull
away from everyone. Insecurity and violent
outbursts may result when children fedl likethey
are being forced into or out of close relation-
ships.

Disruptive Behavior

Children who are sent to aboarding school
may exhibit disruptive and rebellious behavior
inan attempt to get attention. They may not feel
asif they can achieve attention using traditional
methods. Since they may also not have atradi-
tional role model to look to for behavior cues,
they may not know there are other methods
available. Younger children my also be picking
up on cuesfromolder counterparts at the boarding
school who may not be desirable role models.
Encourage children to garner attention by get-
ting good grades or hel ping others. Involving chil-
drenin sports, clubsand other positive activities
may help them avoid theseissues.

RESEARCH METHOD
This study adopts qualitative research
design on literary work asit concerns with the
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collection and analyzing information in as many
forms, chiefly non-numeric aspossible (Blaxter,
Hughes, and Tight, 1996:60). The novel First
Term At Malory Towers consists of descriptive
data of characters, dialogues, setting, actions,
and events. Therefore the writer decides to
conduct the descriptivedatatoward thequalitative
research. Before starting to analyze, the writer
reads the novel to find out the parts of datain
the form of quotations that show the effect of a
dormitory life on the characters and their ways
to face them and also look for some references
related to the analysis. The evidences that are
found in the novel are collected, classified, an
then analyzed in the form of words instead of
numbers. The study usesintrinsic approach that
regardsthe analysisof aliterary work as a self-
sufficient and set out tojudgeit solely theinterna
relation by intrinsic criteriasuch as, theme, plot,
character, setting (Abram, 2009:26). Based on
the above definition, the study focuses on the
five characters, Darrell Rivers, Gwendoline
Mary Lacey, Sally Hope, Mary-Lou, and Alicia
Johns. Thea so usesextrinsic approach, inwhich
the discussionisrelated to outside aspects of lit-
erary work such astheauthor and society (Wellek
and Warren, 1993:78). The extrinsic approach
appliedin conductingthisstudy isthe psychological
approach by using psychological theory such as
depression, anxiety disorder, attachment issue
and destructive behavior.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Dormitory life evokes psychological prob-
lemsto the studentswho livefar away fromtheir
parents. Most of them get depressed, homesick,
and have friendship problems. The following
sections discuss of the psychological effects of
dormitory life on each character of the novel,
Darrell Rivers, Gwendoline, Sally, Mary-Lou,
Aliciaand how they face them.

Darrell Rivers

Darrel Riversisayoung girl, twelve years
old. Her parents send her to study inadormitory,
Malory Towers, a boarding school for girlsin
Cornwall. Darrell issad toleave her friends, none
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of which goesto Malory Towers, but Darrell is
excited to get some new friendsin the boarding
school. Her father lets her go open-heartedly as
he believes that Darrell will settle down over
there. Malory Towershasfour different boarding
houses for its girls, there are “North Tower”,
“South Tower”, “West Tower”, and “East
Tower”. All are topped by a tower. Darrell is in
the North Tower and the house mistressisMiss
Potts, whose kindnessisjust like her mother.

Thefirst week has passed. Darrell ishappy
and excited but she still doesn’t get a proper
friend. She hopes she will be Alicia’s close friend
but unfortunately Aliciahasaready had aclose
friend, Betty Hill. Darrell rather dislikes Sally
or Gwendoline. Darrell tries to befriend Sally
but she thinks that Sally seems difficult to get
closer with. She hasno expression when Darrell
tries to talk to her and Darrell dislikes
Gwendoline because when she helpsto plait her
hair in order to obey Miss Potts’s rule, she doesn’t
even thank her. The psychological effect above
isthat Darrell gets separation anxiety. Separation
anxiety disorder refersto persstent, developmentdly
inappropriate anxiety concerning separation from
major attachment figuresor someonethey enjoy
(Blair, 2010:11). Darrell may miss her friends
she enjoysin her old school before because in
Malory Towers she hardly gets an appropriate
friend.

Asareault, Darrell cannot control her temper.
She begins to lose her temper in an incident in
the pool. Gwendoline ducks Mary-Lou while
Mary-Lou is swimming in the pool. Mary-Lou
is afraid of everything. Then Darrell comes to
Gwendoline and slaps her at her legs.

“Im not going to duck you, you little coward!”
she cried. “But | am going to show you what
happens to people like you!” there came the
sound of four slaps and Gwendoline
squeal ed with pain. (Enid Blyton,1946:28).

Darrell can not control her temper. Thereis
psychological effect here. Childrenwho are sent
to boarding school must lose parenting guides
so Darrell loses her temper. She has her father’s
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bad temper. Aliciaand the other friends consider
that she has no right to slap her. To face this
problem, Darrell apologizes to Gwendoline
immediately. Thegood side after Darrell loses
her temper isthat sheredlizesit and regretswhat
shehasdone.

Darrell getsdegp disturbancesthat indicates
her anxiety. She cannot imagine what her par-
entswill do if they know that Darrell loses her
temper once again. Then she goes quietly out of
the room and goes to the San. She hears a
familiar voice and it is her father’s voice. Mr.
Rivers comes to do the operation toward Sally
who has appendicitis. After all, Darrell tellsher
father how funny and rude Sally has been and
how Darrell loses her temper and everything but
her father explains that appendicitis cannot be
caused by a push. He will take Darrell away if
she still does such a silly thing. Darrell should
beableto control her temper though Sally isnot
nicetoward her.

GwendolineMary L acey

The other new girl from the first form is
Gwendoline Mary Lacey. Sheisaquite spoiled
girl and her mother is worried that she can do
nothing without her. Thisdormitory lifeishard
for her that she cries all the time. The
psychological effect beginsat thefirst nightin
the room. All the first students should get into
bed but Gwendoline spends time brushing out
her fine golden hair which disturbs her room-
mates. Aliciatriesto stop her with harsh words
which hurts her and makes her sad because she
cannot do whatever shelikeshere. Sheisusedto
brushing her hair every night and she detests
Alicia. Gwendoline beginsto sob and try to get
the girls’ sympathy. Unfortunately, they dislike
her and want her to sleep soon.

Gwendoline is used to be praised by her
governess at home. She becomes selfish and
doubtful. Since she is in Malory Towers, her
opinion of her governess at home has declined
and she realizes that she has not taught her the
things she ought to know. Her governess just
praises the sweetness of Gwendoine’s temper and
says how graceful sheisin al she does. That
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kind of thing isvery enjoyablefor aperson like
Gwendoline. However, alittlemorelearningwill
be very useful for her at Malory Towers.

“What’s the matter Gwendoline?” inquired
Miss Potts, unsympathetically.

“Well, my governess, Miss Winter, never
showed me how to do sums like this,” wailed
Gwendoline. “You’ll have to learn my way
now,” said Miss Potts. (Enid Blyton,
1946:17).

Thepsychological effect for Gwendolineis
that she gets depressed. Physical symptoms of
depression include either a depressed mood or
serioudy diminished interest, although both can
occur at the same time (Thakkar, 2006:9).
Gwendoline has lost her zip and she doesn’t want
tolearn the subject that she does not know. Miss
Winter never teaches her mathematics, French,
and the others, so she isthe most stupid girl in
the class .Mam’zelle Dupont has exclaimed
Gwendolineat thelittle she knowsand even sug-
gestsextraFrench lessonsin order to get her up
to average standard of the class. To face this
problem, she takes an extralesson five times a
week though she hates so much to study hard.

Dormitory life also evokes being jealous
among students. Gwendoline is jealous when
Alicia and Betty, well-known as leaders in the
first form, already make a friend with Darrell
instead of herself. After dl, shethinksthat sheis
much prettier and hasmuch charmer manner than
Darrell. Gwendolineis jeal ous with the way of
Darrell’s swimming and tennis playing. Sally
scolds Gwendoline that she can not do a thing
and never will. That is why Gwendoline is so
jealoustoward Darrell. Thismakes Gwendoline
angry, so shethinksthat thereisonly oneperson
that is worse than she is. She is Mary-Lou.
Gwendolineknowsthat Mary-Louiseven more
afraid of the pool than sheis. Then Gwendoline
ducks Mary-Lou in the pool.

Another psychological effect on Gwendoline
isanxiety. Shefeelshomesick and anxious. She
misses her mother’s care and she doesn’t know
what she must do. Gwendoline cannot do what
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shelikesin Malory Towersfor thedormitory has
rules, even Gwendoline should forgive Darrell
and apologizeto Mary-L ou the things she never
likesto do. Thepool incident makes Gwendoline
hates Darrell. Then she pretends to be Mary-
Lou’s friend to give a lesson toward Alicia and
Darrell because she doesn’t like them all. Igno-
rant of her trick, Mary-Lou accepts her as a
friend.

“And if I make close friends with Mary-Lou
nobody would ever think | had anything to
do with things,” thought Gwendoline, in
delight. “Really, I’m very clever. | bet no
oneelseinthewholeof thefirst form could
think of a plan like this.” (Enid Blyton,
1946:37)

Gwendoline wants to revenge to the three
people she dislikes. Everyone knows how bad
Darrell treats Mary-Lou because she always
follows her and everyone knows how angry Ali-
ciais with Mary-Lou because she has broken
her mother’s photograph. So she puts a giant
spider in Mary-Lou’s desk on the sly, and when
the class becomes chaotic of Mary-Lou’s terrified
scream, shegivesthehintsthat Aliciaor Darrell
might have done it to her. Her anxiety is seen
more obviously when she realized that she did
not make good report at the end of theterm, which
she worried that her parents will not be happy
about it. Gwendolinegetsdepressed. According
tothe Helga (2000:17) many highly anxiousand
depressed people constantly carry a load
comprising abacklog of negativefeding, which
they have not been able to accept or express.
Then sheredlizesthat sheisweaker than Mary-
Lou. She beginsworking hard to fix her report
better. Miss Potts wonders that she finally can
use her brain if she tries. But she wishes that
next term she will not come back because she
must work hard and makethegirlsforget all she
hasdonein thisterm.

Sally Hope

Sally Hope, aquiet little girl, comesto the
Malory Towers alone without her parents.
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Alicia and Miss Potts wonder why she is not
accompanied by her mother. According to
Amanda Goldfrab (eHow Contributor,
www.ehow.com), when a child is sent to a
boarding school, they may feel unwanted and
blametheir parents. Sally Hope may get asymp-
tom of attachment issues. She pretends to be
tough but her face looks sad. Sally is a close-
minded person and she doesn’t mind if she has
nofriendsat al. Darrell thinksthat Sally isqueer.
The other girlsasotry to get closer and get her
totalk about her family but all effortsareinvain.
When half-term comes, the girls are excited
because some of them are expecting visitsfrom
their parents. Any parents who live not too far
away will be sure to come. When Darrell tells
Sally that her mother may not come because of
the baby, Sally gets rather stiff and angry then
shetells Darrell that sheisan only child in her
family.

Darrell was puzzled. “But, Sally — don’t be
silly — my mother said in a letter that she
had seen your baby sister — she’s three
months old, she said “I haven’t got a baby
sister!” said Sally, ina low queer voice. “Im
the One. Mother and | have been everything
to each other, because Daddy has had to be
away such a lot. I haven’t got a baby sisiter.
(Enid Blyton, 1946:45)

Sally envies Darrell because her mother
comes and spends all day long happily. Sally
doesn’t like Darrell to know about her and her
family. Then Darrell lose her temper and pushes
Sally till shefallsacrossthe chair and gets hurt.
Matron takes Sally in the Sanatorium. The next
day, Mrs. Hope comes to see her daughter and
brings the letter from Darrell. Miss Grayling,
the Head Mistress, meets Mrs. Hope and talks
about the letter from Darrell telling about Sally’s
denia of having ababy sister. Mrs. Hopethinks
that Sally isjealous at her little sister, Daphne.
Sally Hopefeelsignored by her parents because
they send her away to aboarding school andloses
their attachment. Attachment refersto theclose,
emotional bonds of affection between child and
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their mother (Weiten, 2007:427). That is why
Sally can not accept Daphne as her little sister.
The jealousy of a much younger child is very
common and very natural. To solve her
daughter’s problem, Mrs. Hope then makes Sally
feel her love as much as ever she has done
before.

Being sent to aboarding school, Sally gets
separation anxiety. According to Blair
(2010:232), separation anxiety is the anxiety
disorder most directly linked to attachment
relationships. Thiscondition hasreceived most
attention as achildhood diagnosis. A Child with
separation anxiety elicits frustration and other
negative effects from the parents. This affects
the relationship between child and mother. But
now Sally finds out that her mother still loves
her because she leaves the baby alone only to
visit her. Sally is content and she isn’t selfish
anymore.

Mary-Lou

Mary-Lou is the youngest student in the
North Tower. Sheisacoward girl and afraid of
mice, beetles, thunderstorms, noisesat night, the
dark, and a hundred other things. She always
screams loudly when she is frightened. She is
afraid of water that she hates swimming lesson.
Mary-Lou may be described as having phobic
disorder. A phobic disorder is marked by a
persistent and irrational fear of an object or
situation that presents no realistic danger
(Weiten, 2007:557). Although she knowsthat her
fearsareirrational, sheisunableto calm hersdlf
when confronted with a phobic object. Her
irrational phobiamakes her an object of teasing.
When Gwendoline ducksher inthe poal, Darrell
saves her and slaps Gwendoline. As a result,
Katherine as the dorm head scorns Darrell for
slapping Gwendoline. Although being saved by
Darrel, Mary-Lou is anxious and does not
defend Darrell. Inher anxiety, she doesnot make
even small decisions (Helga, 2000:37). Sheis
just stucked, quiet and can say nothing. Shejust
suddenly looks pal e and feel sworried. To show
her thank, she follows Darrell and does things
for her such astidy her desk up, make her bed
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each day, such things that Darrell doesn’t like
her to do.

“I’m not,” said Mary-Lou gazing at Darrell
out of her big, wide eyes. “I’m only just try-
ingto make a alittlereturntoyou, Darrell-
for-for saving me from drowning.”

“Don’t be silly,” said Darrell. ““You wouldn’t
havedrowned, redlly. | know that now. And
anyway | only slapped Gwendoline hard!
That was nothing.” (Enid Blyton, 1946:32)

Beingignored by Darrell, she becomespanic
if Darrell hates her. A panic disorder is
characterized by recurrent at tacks of over-
whelming anxiety that usually occur suddenly
and unexpectedly (Weiten, 2007:558). Then, she
cannot refuse Gwendoline’s insistent false friend-
ship. Mary-Lou istoo weak to do anything and
at Gwendoline alwaysbulliesher silently. Mary-
Lou doesn’t know being Gwendoline’s friend is
horrible.

Shealso getsinsect phobiadisorder and she
exhibits sweating and heart palpitations, and
becomes pale. Since she isin Maory Towers,
her phobiaismore chronic, and without realising
this, Mam’zelle Doupont becomes so angry at
her silliness.

Then, Sally and Darrell have a plan to
encourage her to confront her fears. Darrell
pretendsto get cramp on the pool and asksMary-
Louto giveher alife-belt but thereisnolife-belt
because it is gone to be mended. Mary-Lou di-
rectly jumps into the water and swims to save
Darrell. Mary-L ou becomes brave enough when
she faces an urgent situation. Everyone praises
her except Gwendoline. She is delighted since
she can help Darrell. The good effect is that
Mary-Lou can confront her fears. She is even
braver when Darrell isslandered by thegirlsand
she wants to help her. Although sheis afraid of
darkness, but for Darrell’s sake, she does brave
things. She nearly screams but she knows she
can handle it. She finds Gwendoline’s shoes at
last.

Mary-Lou used to be trembling, but by
thinking positively that she hasagood causefor
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Darrell, shefedl sagrowing awarenessthat good
is happening to her and will increase her
confidence. (cf. Helga, 2000:7). Finally, Mary-
Lou becomes Darrell’s and Sally’s close friend
and she becomes more confident.

AliciaJohns

Alicia Johns is a new girl from the North
Tower. She is a talkative and straight forward
girl. Aliciahasasharp tongue. Shelikesto tease
and speak with the harsh words. She just does
and says what is in her mind. She probably
doesn’t know that her words may have already
hurt someone. Aliciaknowswell about Malory
Towers as her mother used to study there too.
Matron of the North Tower considers Alicia a
naughty girl and expects her to be better than
her mother. Alicia has no time for graces,
pretences, sighs, moans or affectations. Sheis
as downright as Darrell, but not so kind. Sheis
scornful and biting, sothat girl like Gwendoline
hates her. However, Darrell likesAliciaim-
mensely. She wants to be her close friend.
Unfortunately, Aliciaaready hasaclosefriend,
Betty Hills. Aliciais so popular among thegirls.
Everyone wantsto bewith her and listen to her
speaking enthusiastically. Alicia knows how to
get the girls’ interest with her story, not by self
focus like Gwendoline always does, but by
simply tells about her life, her family, and her
three brothersat home.
Children who are sent to aboarding school may
exhibit disruptive and rebellious behavior inan
attempt to get attention. In case of Alicia, she
likes playingtrick toward theteacher intheclass-
room. Shejust wantsto liven the situation. Then,
Aliciatellsher planto Betty and Darrell that she
wantsto pretend to be deaf in French classwhen
Mam’zelle Dupont is teaching. The girls are
enjoying Alicia’s game. But Miss Potts knows
thetrick and then asksAliciato see her after the
French class. The good effect isthat Aliciareal -
izes that she stops interrupting the class for it
brings punishment from the teacher. She needs
toimprove her behavior.
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CONCLUSION

Living in Malory Towers evokes the good
and bad effect to the students. Some studentsfeel
it enjoyable and others cannot stand to live far
away fromtheir parents. It givesvarious effects
tothefivecharactersin Maory Towers. Darrell
gets anxious and Darrell’s sleep is disturbed
after she shovesher friend. Gwendoline, aspoiled
girl, gets depressed because she cannot adjust
herself in dormitory. Sally gets attachment i ssue
because she thinks that her mother doesn’t love
her anymore. That is why she sends her to a
boarding school. Mary-L ou getsanxiousand her
phobic disorder is more chronic when she is
teased by the girlsin the dormitory and the l ast,
Aliciagetsdisruptive behavior in classroom be-
causeshelikesto play atrick toward theteacher.

There are different ways how each charac-
ter facesand solvestheir problems. Darrell, who
quickly settlesinto Mal ory Towerslife, oftenloses
her temper and cannot control her emotion and
learnto be more patient. Gwendolinerealizesthat
shemust study hard in order to get agood resullt.
She knows that she cannot tell alie to her
parents about her achievement in academic re-
port. Sally realizes at last that having a baby
sigter isexciting, sheknows her parents ill care
to her. Mary-Lou finds her courage and triesto
be more confident when shefacesthefrightening
things. Aliciatries not to be harsh to everyone
and more concern with others.

It can be concluded that dormitory life has
advantages and disadvantages. Living in a
dormitory without parenting guidance may evoke
children get anxious, depressed, homesickness,
disruptive behavior, separation anxiety and
attachment issue. In addition, dormitory lifecan
make some students ableto change and improve
their behavior for being agood person. Parents
are supposed to discussfirst with their children
when they want to send them to a boarding
school.
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